Welcome to Ullapool Museum
You are now in the Grade A1 listed former
Parliamentary Church which has housed
Ullapool Museum since 1995.
The building was designed by the
engineer Thomas Telford, and was built in
1829. It is unique as the only
Parliamentary Church still standing that
remains true to its original design in both
the building and the interior. It contains
the only surviving gallery, and the decor
and fittings are original. The church itself
closed in 1935.

In 2012 Ullapool Museum launched the
‘Saving Thomas Telford’ project, and the
museum closed for a year of complex
renovations. The project aimed to
preserve and protect Telford’s iconic
design, and culminated in the sensitive
renovation of the building.

Restoration of
the Museum in
2013

Ullapool Museum Trust has cared for and
restored this unique piece of Scotland’s
heritage with great support from various
funding bodies.
In addition to the renovation of the structure
and fabric of the building, the interior
renovation has been extensive. Our team of
dedicated volunteers has made significant
contributions of time and skill.

Volunteers working on the
extensive restoration of the
Museum in 2013

‘Parliamentary Churches’ were
erected in the early 1800s. It was
decided by Government that
additional places of worship were
needed in thinly populated and
scattered parishes in Scotland.

Thomas Telford (1757–1834)
by Henry Raeburn 1803
Courtesy National Museums Liverpool.

The eminent Scottish civil engineer
Thomas Telford was commissioned
to design a standard plan for the
building of 32 Churches and 43
Manses. These were to be
'particularly calculated to resist a
stormy climate'.
There are features common to all
the Telford kirks. There is always
a basic rectangular floor plan, the
same shape and positioning of
doors and windows, and a small
belfry. Most also have an
extension to the rear making the
plan T-shaped.

Telford’s surveyor was
William Thomson. His
detailed plan was adopted
throughout the Highlands
with some alterations. This
simple basic rectangle
allowed local architects to
make amendments to suit
local circumstances.
James Smith was the
architect who oversaw the
works at Ullapool.

The Ullapool Museum Trust raised a considerable sum, much of it from local donations, sponsorship and fundraising events.
Historic Scotland and the Heritage Lottery Fund made considerable grants to the restoration, recognising the uniqueness of this Grade
A1 listed building.
The Highland Council and other grant giving bodies contributed further.
Lochbroom’s local community rallied to the cause raising funding through activities and events, and continues to work towards funding
needed to carry on further renovation.
The work of dedicated volunteers continues to support and underpin all the fundraising, maintenance and renovation activities.
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