
Lochbroom’s Ancient Past



There is evidence of human activity around 
Lochbroom and Coigach stretching back 
thousands of years.

Most of the traces of human activity are far from 
obvious to the untrained eye. 

No prehistoric pottery is known from 
Lochbroom and few ancient artefacts have 
been recorded.

There are only six possible ancient sites 
(such as stone settings or cairns) which 
may be ceremonial in nature. 

Most of the ancient sites appear to be places 
where our ancestors lived and worked.



The dearth of artefacts and sites may be due to 
lack of recording. 

However, the few sites in the area that have 
been subject to modern investigation, have 
produced evidence of the people living at 
subsistence level – living on the edge. 



Keanachulish - Possibly the earliest habitation site in Lochbroom dating back over 
6000 years. The people living here were hunters and gatherers .
The promontory in the middle of the image is the site of a rock shelter and shell 
midden. The latter is the rubbish from their meals.



Foundations of an 
ancient house at Glen 
Achall. It has not been 
excavated although is 
supposedly stone age 
(around 5000 years 
ago).

It is likely the 
inhabitants kept 
animals and worked 
small fields close by 
rather than lived by 
scavenging and hunting 
as the earlier people at 
Keanachulish.



Standing stone at 
Kildonan on Little Loch 
Broom. 

This stone is only one of 
two possible prehistoric 
ceremonial sites in the 
whole of Lochbroom.

The other possible site is 
a stone circle’ on Priest 
Island.

However it may be that 
the Kildonan stone is a 
boundary stone for the 
early monastery that 
was once nearby. 



The figure marks the back wall foundation at Rhue.
Since the house was built the land has reverted to heather 
and peaty bog but there are remains of small fields still 
visible.



Reconstruction of an ancient house on Lewis



Some ancient sites around Loch Broom were probably home 
to more ‘important’ or ‘powerful’ members of the community. 

Of these  sites there are perhaps 10 scattered around the 
whole of Lochbroom. 

Most are perched on high ground with easy access to the sea. 
Usually they are relatively small in size around 100m2 but the 
largest at Dun Lagaidh once enclosed an area of about 
2000m2. 



Dun Canna from the 
air showing the two 
enclosures and to 
the left a sheltered 
bay for beaching 
boats.



The scale of the drystone
walls is obvious despite the 
building of a modern  house 
within them.

Dun Canna
The massive tumble of the 
outer enclosure walls.



Dun Canna looking landward from the seaward enclosure.  
Like its large neighbour Dun Lagaidh, Dun Canna is  in a 
prime location for access to land and sea. 
Unlike Dun Lagaidh it has not been excavated. But, it may 
have been occupied for a long period - possibly into 
mediaeval times.



A home for seafarers? 
This image of Dun Canna
shows the sheltered bay to 
the North of the Dun. The 
figure is on the narrow neck 
of land joining the two 
enclosures.

Looking past Isle Martin, 
to Ardmair and beyond 
the Scoraig peninsula.  
from the walls of Dun 
Canna. 



Small vitrified fort perched on a rocky cliff with a later 
dun (type of small defensive stone walled house) built 
inside it at Inverpolly. 
Although it is unexcavated, it is likely to be at least  
2000 years old and probably older.



Achnahaird Dun tumbling down the edge of the small 
promontory.  The dun has an outer enclosure containing a 
house which blocks off easy access to the beach below.



Achnahaird Dun. 
The dun is close to another farm which is 
now surrounded by bog. It is possible 
that the people in the farm were the 
workers supplying the ‘laird’ and family 

who lived in the dun.



Auchlochan Broch seen from the north east. The site was 
once much easier to defend, as the reedy loch was once 
open water.
The location is typical - close to a beach for boat access, 
with a supply of water close by and also within easy reach 
of cultivable land. 



Auchlochan Broch - views of the interior 
walling and later farm buildings built 
into the ruins.



Auchlochan Broch was once a very impressive structure. 
It was a type of defended house with chambers within the 
double walls. 

It was probably capped by a conical roof, and the interior 
neatly floored. 

Brochs are thought to date to around 2300 years ago.

An idea of what a broch in 
use looked like.



Mousa Broch in Shetland the 
most complete example. It sits 
on a small offshore island with 
easy access to sea and 
farmland.



Aerial  image of Dun Lagaidh (in trees).  This site was  used for 
over 1500 years. First by a timber laced stone walled fort 
covering much of the outcrop. This was built around 500BC. It 
was followed by a dun which was built at the eastern side of the 
enclosure. This had walls 5m thick.  In the 12th century the dun 
was re-occupied and adapted as a castle.

It was here in August 
1308 that King Robert 1st

signed a charter when he 
was gathering his fleet 
during the war of 
independence.



Piece of vitrified 
stone from the 
burnt timber laced 
wall of the fort at 
Dun Lagaidh.

Dun Lagaidh is  by 
far the largest 
fortified area in 
Lochbroom. 
It has also 
produced evidence 
for the inhabitants 
having had access 
to expensive 
exotic  objects.



An Edwardian day 
out at Rhiroy Broch. 
The remains of the 
broch were much 
better preserved 
then than today.

Interior of the 
broch showing the 
raised kerb for the 
floor. The broch
was only 
intermittently 
occupied after it 
was built 2300 
years ago.



Interior of the narrow entrance at Rhiroy Broch.



Drawing of a pin found near Rhiroy. 
It is thought to be around 3000 years 
old. 
Pins like these are relatively rare finds 
in Scotland, most have been found in 
the south and east of the country.



Gold torc found ‘at the 
head of Loch Broom’ or 
‘head of Little Loch 
Broom’ in a ‘Pictish
tower’. 

It is more likely that 
this Bronze Age 
artefact came from a 
cairn or tomb.

It is the most 
spectacular of the 
handful of prehistoric 
artefacts from the area.



The headwaters of Loch Broom. At least one 
prehistoric cairn is known to have been here. 
There may have been more. Unfortunately, the 
records are very confused.



Bronze Age cairn under excavation at Braemore in 1913.
Unfortunately it had been robbed out long before excavation. 
The only datable artefact recovered was a barbed and tanged
arrowhead – possibly 3500 years old.


