
   Know your site 

Together we are going to explore the remains of a building. Before digging, Archaeologists need to understand as 

much as we can about our site! 

We have: 

• A map surveyed in 1875 

• A plan of the site, drawn by a visiting archaeologist in 2019 

 

Investigate the map and plan. What can you find out about your site?  

When you see this symbol        try researching the answer yourself! 

 

Try drawing your own map! How will you show hills, buildings, fences and 

paths? 
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You’ll want to keep notes about 

what you discover whilst exploring 

your site! 

Use a notebook or scrap paper to 

record what you find out.  Send us 

pictures of what you do! 

For wee ones: 

You’ll find tips on activities for 

wee people in boxes like this :) 

Extreme:  

For those who like a challenge, dig deeper in box es like this . 



Can you see… 

The river? 
A stream? 
Trees? 
Buildings? 
A path? 
 
What do the gaelic 

words mean? 
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1st edition Ordnance Survey map—1875 

Your site! 

Buildings with a roof are 

shaded dark grey What is a ‘Fank’? 

             For wee ones: 

Try drawing or making your own big map 

in sand or with twigs and stones. Can 

you add toy cars, boats and animals in 

the right places? 

    Extreme:  

Find the first edition map of where you live using  

https://maps.nls.uk/    and click ‘Find by Place’  



What can we learn about the building from this 

plan? 

Measure out the building in an open outdoor 

space. How big does it feel? 

Measure your bedroom, is it bigger or smaller? 

(If you don’t have a tape try measuring in steps) 
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Archaeologist’s plan and notes—2019 N 
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Site 1 

Wall footings of rectangular building with 

annex to the south. Walls survive up to 0.4m 

high. Some stonework visible. 

Try drawing a plan of your bedroom! Measure 

the room first and then add the objects inside. 

You might find gridded paper helpful. 

         For wee ones: 

Draw your dream bedroom with all your favourite 

things! How big would it need to be? 

 Extreme:  

Try drawing  your whole house to scale  where 1m in 

real life is 1cm in your picture.  


