
  Digging! 

Archaeologists are always 

muddy. We need to be 

able to describe different 

layers of soil.  

Find some different soils 

and compare them. Are 

they light coloured, dark, 

more yellow, more grey, 

full of stones?  
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Sand 
Tiny bits of 

stone 

Take a handful of soil and make it a 

bit wet. Roll it into a ball: does it 

fall apart? Then it is SANDY! 

Roll it into a sausage shape: and 

pick it up: does it stay in a sausage? 

Then it has lots of CLAY! 

Does it break apart? Then it’s 

LOAM! 

Make it very wet and rub it be-

tween your fingers. Does it feel; 

Very gritty: it’s SANDY 

A bit like soap: it’s SILTY 

For wee ones: 

Find different coloured soils and 

mix them with water to make 

paint! What pictures can you make? 

Silt 
Sediment 

carried by 

water 

Clay-
Minerals 

that hold 

water 

Loam 
Rotted plants 

mixed with all 

the things 

above 

How many 

types of soil 

can you find 

and describe? 

Extreme:  

How do you think your soil got here . Washed 

by a river, dumped by a glacier or worked by 

people? Add to your description. 



Lost Arc!  Archaeology Explorers 

      Plans 

The next few sheets have plans 

of our building as it was dug.  

Plans are drawn by 

archaeologists to 

show what was 

found at different 

depths. As each day 

passes the plan is 

from deeper in the 

ground. 

The different layers 

found are           

numbered and     

described 

Trench Plan—Day 1 

(1 Brown loam) 

(4 Black brown loam) 

(2 Double skin rubble core  

dry stone wall) 

(2 Double skin rubble core  dry stone wall) 

(5 Black brown 

loam) 

(3 Loose rubble 

dry stone wall) 
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Trench Plan—Day 2 

          For wee ones: 

Spot the differences   

between this and the  

day 1 plan. 

Compare the differ-

ent plans. Look at 

the descriptions of soil 

and walls see if you can 

work out what might 

have happened.   

(4 Black brown loam with finds) 

(6 Black  with charcoal) 

(7 Yellow brown silt in dip) 

(5 Black brown 

loam) 

(8 Brown Orange sandy natural) 
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Trench Plan—Day 3 

   Extreme:  

Hey, where did that 

wall go? Why is  the 

loose stone wall 3 

not on the day 2 or 3 

plans? 

See if you can write 

a story of the dig with 

the three days . On day 

1 we found ... 

(4 Black brown loam with finds) 

(8 Brown Orange sandy natural) 

(7 Yellow brown silt in dip) 

(9 Black & Grey with 

grain and charcoal) 

A 

B 
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Section—Day 3 

      Sections 

Archaeologists draw sections to see the order 

of the layers they have dug though. The section 

here is from A to B on the day three plan and 

shows what we dug though.   

Oldest 

Youngest 

Puzzle 

Using the section can you put the 

numbers of the layers in order of age 

with oldest at the bottom. Use the 

boxes below  
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   Extreme:  

Try some more ordering 

by age. Don’t forget 

oldest at the bottom, 

newest at the top .  



   Extreme:  

Answers 
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