
   Finds! 

Finds can tell Archaeologists 

a lot about people in the 

past.  From what food they 

ate to what they could make 

and who they knew or 

where they travelled.  
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Material 

Finds can be made from lots of different materials, such as 

glass, metal, pottery and stone. Some things are made from 

materials found close by, but some materials come from a 

long way away. 

For wee ones: 

Find three objects in your house 

made from different materials. Can 

you say what they are made from? 

How many materials can you find in your home? Write a list 

of all the materials you find. 

Now gather a collection of 3 things made from different ma-

terials. Write a description of your belongings 



   Mugs 

Some finds can seem simple, but 

actually tell us a lot. Take some 

mugs from your cupboard and 

look carefully at them. How thick 

is the pottery? Does it have any 

decoration? Does the decoration 

mean a lot to someone in your 

family? Are the pictures from  

stories or films you know? 

Just like your mugs, lots of       

objects people in the past used 

would have been special to 

them. 
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For wee ones: 

What is your favourite cup? Tell 

someone all about what it looks 

like and what pictures you can see. 



Try taking a photo with things 

close up or far away. By putting 

other objects closer or further 

from the camera  can you make 

something look really big or real-

ly small? This is why a scale 

is a good idea.   
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   Extreme:   

Try drawing some of your objects , make sure to get all the details such as shape 

and decoration. Some archaeologists spend all their time drawing objects!  

Try making a 

scale using a 

ruler, paper and a pen or pencil. Draw 

lines at 1cm intervals and number 

them. Then take some  pictures of the 

3 objects from your house with the 

scale. Make sure the object  is well lit 

and you can see the scale.  A phone 

camera will do. 

Make a record 

As well as describing finds Archaeologists like to take pictures of them as a record. 
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These are the finds from your dig. 

Describe each one. If you know 

what it is you can write that to but 

don’t worry if you are not sure.  

Don’t forget to say what they are 

made of.  

A mystery  

We don’t always know what things are 

but if you describe them well someone 

else might be able to tell! If they are  

later lost or broken people will also 

know what you found. 
Find 1 

Find 2 

Find 3 

Find 4 

Example: Iron cylinder with one flat end 

and one rounded end. Slightly rusted. 

7cm long and 3cm wide. Probably a foot 

from an iron pot. 
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Trench Plan—Day 3 Finds 

   Extreme:  

What does the location tell us 

about the find, or the find tell 

us about the location? 

Find 2 

Find 3 & 4 

Find 1 

Where were they? 

Each find is numbered 

and labelled so we 

know where it was 

found. This may help us 

work out how old 

things are. Or what a 

building was used for.  

          Add a description 

of the location to your 

find notes. 


