
   Eco-facts! - You’ve heard of artefacts, but have you heard of ecofacts? 

These are remains of plants and animals on archaeological sites. Let’s take a look at what 

was found on our site. 
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Charcoal 

From layer 6 (Black layer across the inside 

of the structure) many pieces of charcoal 

were found.  Charcoal comes from burnt 

wood. Specialists can tell it was  from Pine 

and Heather wood. 

   Below are  a list of jobs that the people on our site might have done. 

Use the tree guide on the next page and match the tree to the task: 

which kind of wood would be best for each job? 

1) Mend the roof: some of 

the wood in the roof is rotten 

and needs replacing .   

2) Grannies Chair: The arm 

has broken on this chair 

we need a new one.   

3) Thatching: Now you 

have mended the roof it 

needs thatching  

4) Cows on the loose!: We 

need some hurdles to 

keep the animals in.  
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Pine: Strong, can 

grow straight 

Heather: Dense, grows easily 

Hazel: Bendy, grows fast 

Ash:  easily 

shaped, rigid, 

brittle 

Tree and Shrub Guide  

Wood is not just wood, and people living at our site would have used different woods for different jobs. Use the 

guide to help you choose the right plant for the jobs on page 1.  

For wee ones: 

How many leaves from 

different trees can you 

find? What different 

shapes are there? 

See how many trees 

you can identify near your 

house. There are good 

guides at: 

www.woodlandtrust.org.

uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-

kids/ 



Finding Food 

Food does not usually last when its buried in the ground as it will 

rot away, but when things get burned they do sometimes sur-

vive.  It was probably annoying when their food got ruined but it 

can tell Archaeologists a lot about people’s lives in the past. 
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From layer 9 (Black and grey next to wall): 

Two types of 

food were found 

in this layer. 

 
Wheat is neat          Barley has a beard     Oats have coats 

Grain ID 

Wheat needs 

the best soils 

and most sun. 

It’s hard to grow 

but makes the 

best flour  for 

bread and cake!  

Barley can grow in 

slightly poorer soil 

than wheat and is 

good for making 

whisky. 

Oats can grow 

on poor soils 

and needs the 

least sun. It 

makes cheap 

everyday food 

like porridge.    

Using the grain ID and your imagination write down what 

these two food finds tell us about the people at our site.  

Hazelnut Shells Oats 
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Can you find out what these bones 

are? What animals do they belong 

to? 

50cm 

25cm 

From layer 4 (Black brown loam 

outside structure): 

   Bones 

When people eat meat there are often bones left over. This can 

tell us a lot about what animals are being farmed or hunted. 

As well as meat, animals can provide many other useful things to 

eat and use.  

Draw a cow, a sheep, a deer and a chicken. Look at the list below 

and write beside each one all the things you can get from them. 

Milk (and cheese) 

Wool 

Eggs 

Leather 

Feathers 

Horn or antler 

Pulling 

power 
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A 
B 

50cm 

25cm 

What does where things were 

found tell us about what these 

parts of the site were for? 


